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Dear Calvary Family,
August will be a busy but exciting month 
for us as a family.  Many of you have heard 
that we sold our home by Century High 
School and are moving closer to Calvary.  
We loved our home—it is beautiful and 
has been a great place for our initial two 
years in Rochester.  Nonetheless, because 
of our desire to downsize and to get 
closer to church, we decided to sell it 
about 18 months ago.  While this has been 
a long journey, we have trusted in God’s 
timing for a move and His will in finding 
a new home.  We found a home across the 
freeway and north of Sam’s Club that fits 
our personality and YES…it has additional 
garage space—arrh…arrh!  Once we are 
settled in, we will look forward to having 
people over for ministry and fellowship.

For many of us August is a time for family 
vacations.  I pray you enjoy time away 
and time with family and friends that is 
refreshing and rejuvenating.  I encourage 
you to take some of this downtime to 
think about your ministry and outreach 
involvement this fall.  May I challenge us 
again to open up 2-4 hours a month for 
serving people in our community with 
the love of Jesus?  Go to our website as 
an individual or family and look at the 
different ministries under our Ministries/
Care & Community page.  Pick one and 
get involved or develop your own service 
area where you can build relationships 
with people and earn the right to share 
the message of salvation in Christ.  And 

during this month take the time to think 
about a ministry here at Calvary you 
can serve in and an opportunity you 
can take for growing and maturing in 
Christ.  Remember, our vision is to be a 
people who have Passion for Christ and 
Compassion for People.  This doesn’t 
happen automatically, but only when we 
trust in Christ, submit our lives to Him, 
live by the power of His Holy Spirit, and 
take the initiative to get involved.  

We have switched to a new fiscal year at 
Calvary; this year is a transition year and 
thus will only consist of nine months for 
our annual report and direction-casting 
for the new year.  September 30th is the 
last day of our fiscal year.  Our annual 
meeting will be on Sunday, October 26.  

As I reflect on the completion of two 
years of ministry in Rochester, I am 
grateful that we have initiated at least 
three major changes and many other 
initiatives.  First, we added a third 
service to our Sunday options for 
worship.  Second, we did a $500,000 
facilities makeover—the majority of 
which already has been paid through 
your generous giving.  And third, we 
initiated a capital campaign to pay off 
the makeover and the remaining debt on 
our facility.  Eliminating this debt will 
release resources for more fully investing 
in people.  Please join our Investing in 
People campaign if you have not yet done 

so.  The exciting part of the campaign 
for me was that it gently pressed us to 
clarify our vision that was and is tied with 
Charting a Higher Course (the ministry 
assessment and plan we implemented 
in 2005).  We also decided not to 
relocate, rather to focus our attention on 
multiplication through additional venues, 
sites, and church plants.

Having stated this, it now appears to me 
and our leadership board that we need 
to do two things.  First, restructure our 
staff to fulfill our vision.  And secondly, 
evaluate all our ministries to see how 
effective they are and the extent to 
which they align with our vision.  We are 
currently working on the first of these 
two initiatives by educating ourselves, 
interacting as leaders, and communicating 
with our pastoral and support staff.  
Toward this end, we will be bringing our 
findings to the annual meeting for your 
information and interaction with us.  We 
need to pray about these plans, decisions, 
and their implementation.  Our future 
is bright, but our continued prayers, 
humility, and work together are needed 
to make us a more effective body for the 
advancement of God’s kingdom purposes.

Warmly in Christ, 

Dr. Todd Olson

In This 
Issue:

August 2008
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 As I write this I am 
preparing to help lead, with 
5 other adults, 23 of our 
middle school youth on a 
short-term mission trip to 
Rapid City, SD.  Trips such 
as this are times of real 
growth for everyone as they 
challenge us personally, 
relationally, and spiritually.  
Spiritual growth requires 
introspection, adaptation, 
and change.  Because of the 
blessing that the Lord has 
given Calvary in growth 
in numbers of attendees 
and renewed vision, we are 
also looking at a time of 
adaptation and change.

We’re a Large Church
Authors who write about 
the topic of church growth 
typically categorize churches 
into 3 sizes – small, medium, 
and large.  By many measures 
Calvary is a “large church” – 
attendance, budget, staffing, 
and facility size.  While 
our vision is to grow by 
multiplication, i.e. church 
planting, not addition, or 
growing a single facility 
larger and larger, we still 
must deal with the reality 
that we are already a large 
church.  We also need to be 
structured and aligned in the 
best way possible to fulfill 
our vision of being a church 
planting and leadership 
development center for 
southeast MN.  To these 
ends, our Leadership 

Board has been actively 
considering how we should 
move forward.

Different Churches, 
Different Structures
In order to get some 
insight into how the roles 
of Calvary’s Leadership 
Board, pastoral staff, and 
congregation could be 
changed to better support 
the size and vision of our 
church, representatives of 
the Board have visited and 
met with the staff of other 
large E. Free churches to 
get their perspectives and 
input.  We also met with 
District Superintendent 
Tom Mouw to gain his 
wisdom in this area.  One 
of the things that has been 
reinforced is that there is 
no single “best” structure.  
Whatever the defined roles 
and responsibilities are for 
the Board, pastoral staff, and 
congregation, they need to 
strongly support the needs 
– the vision and the size – of 
the local church.

Looking Forward
While no decisions have 
been made, one of the things 
we are considering is how 
to transition the Leadership 
Board to an Elder Board.  In 
this role the Board would 
provide less hands-on 
management of the church, 
which would be assigned to 
the pastoral staff, and would 
instead seek to fulfill the 

biblical functions of an elder 
as described and prescribed 
by New Testament writers 
– teaching biblical truth, 
modeling Christlike 
behavior, maintaining 
doctrinal purity, disciplining 
unruly believers, overseeing 
financial matters, and 
praying for those who are 
ill.  As a congregation, we 
need more teaching on this 
subject so that we can better 
understand the implications 
of such a transition.  As part 
of this we could perhaps 
see such things as staffing 
decisions, with the exception 
of senior pastor, delegated 
to the pastoral staff as long 
as it was contained within 
the approved budget.  Again, 
no decisions have been 
made and some of them will 
require amended by-laws; 
they won’t be made without 
a vote of the members of 
Calvary.

This is an exciting time to be 
part of Calvary.  The Lord has 
richly blessed us with vision 
and people.  Praise God!

Kevin Zemanek
Leadership Board Chairman

Your Leadership Board at Work
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This is an 
exciting time 
to be part of 
Calvary.  The 
Lord has richly 
blessed us 
with vision and 
people.  Praise 
God!

Kevin Zemanek
Leadership Board Chairman
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Calvary Ministry Fair  Sunday, August 24, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

On Sunday, August 24, 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the 
Gymnasium, we will 
experience and explore 
the ministry opportunities 
available church-wide here 
at Calvary.  This annual 
event is a celebration of our 
church’s ministries, services, 
programs, and outreach 

efforts.  It is a unique way 
of highlighting Calvary’s 
ongoing work as a body in 
our community.

Each of our ministry areas  
will be presenting their 
purpose, focus, and 
happenings.  They will  
share details on the ways 
that people can make 
contact and get involved 
personally.  Calendars, 
schedules, flyers, and 
“take-away” reminders will 
be available for anyone 
interested in knowing more 

about specific ministry 
programs.

We want to capture your 
attention and make this an 
effective fellowship time 
for all ages.  Pizza, crafts, 
pictures, music, treats, even 
candy will be provided to 
attract you to the ministries 
available. 

 This will be an enjoyable 
day.  If you have specific 
questions about the Fair, 
please contact the Church 
Office for more information.

Displays.  Exhibits.  
Resources.  Presentations.  
Communications.  All of these are part 
of the 2008 Calvary Ministry Fair.

Are you interested in knowing more about Calvary?  Would you like to meet people and grow deeper in your faith?  
Consider participating in one of our next Calvary training sessions.  These classes are specifically designed to inform and 
welcome all people. Our next Paths of Discipleship classes begin in September.  Plan now to join us.  You will find these 
opportunities are valuable learning and fellowship experiences. If you are interested in participating in these classes, sign up 
in the foyer or contact the Church Office to register.  

Introducing Calvary      
 Sunday, September 7    (One-Day Seminar)    Leaders: Larry & Dianne Orth 
 Noon - 3:00 p.m. / Fireside Room # 101
 For those wanting to find out more about the history, foundations,
 ministry goals, and mission of Calvary Church.   (Lunch will be included.)

Calvary Membership Class 
 Starting Sunday, September 14      (Four Sessions)      Leader: Dave Genberg
 10:30 a.m. / Conference Room # 126 
 For those wanting to know more about connecting, growing, exploring, and becoming 
 a member of Calvary Evangelical Free Church.

Pauline Epistles
 Starting Thursday, September 11     (12 Sessions)     Leaders: Calvary Adult Pastoral Staff
 7:00 p.m. / Conference Room # 126 
 A study of Paul’s letters in the New Testament. This course will develop skills needed for 
 serious theological training in a ministry context. 

Paths of Discipleship
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Your Benevolent Offerings Meeting Needs

The generous 
prosper and are 
satisfied; those 
who refresh 
others will 
themselves be 
refreshed.
Proverbs 11:25

and

Lake Baptism Sunday, August 17
Picnic 4-8 p.m.

Baptism 6 p.m.

Foster Arend Park
4000 E. River Rd.  NE Rochester

Those with last names beginning with A-M: bring a main dish.
Those with last names beginning with N-Z: bring a salad or dessert.

Everyone, please bring your own beverages and lawn chairs.

How Needs have been Met in the Last Year . . .
$32,948 dispensed to help over 250 families in need• 

1/3 of the funds assisted Calvary attendees, 2/3 assisted the needy outside of • 
Calvary

Housing, food, utilities, auto, gasoline, transportation, medical, or various • 
emergencies

Sponsored two Mongolian families and one Ecuadorian family through the • 
Children’s Heart Project

$8318 sponsored seven Flood of Love homes from Rushford, MN• 

$3919 given to help disaster relief victims in Myanmar and China• 

The Gospel was shared and literature given to recipients outside of Calvary• 

Five known, first-time decisions for Christ!• 

Thank you for giving to the Benevolent Ministry!  The benevolent offering is received on the second 
Sunday of each month. Watch for the envelopes in the bulletin to be a part of helping those in need.
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Christian Beliefs 
A new men’s Bible study to 
refresh you with God’s life-
changing truth. Tuesdays 6-7 
a.m., Fireside Room. Join in 
anytime. Last study, Sept 16. 

24 Hours to Impact 
A multi-church conference 
being held right here at 
Calvary. It’s a tune up for the 
ordinary guy. Sept. 12-13. 
Sign up in the foyer or at 
www.24HoursToIMPACT.com. 

Men’s Breakfast 
September 20 (every 3rd 
Saturday) at 8:00 a.m.  Join 
us for food, fellowship and 
encouragement. 

Men’s Fraternity (Year 1)
September 23 (6:30 – 8:00 
p.m., every Tuesday during 
AWANA at Calvary)

Men’s Fraternity (Year 3)
October 7 (6:00 – 7:30 a.m. 
every Tuesday at Calvary) 

Maybe you have been 
involved with Year 1 
and/or Year 2 of Men’s 
Fraternity.  Maybe you 
have been involved in the 
monthly men’s breakfast, 
or the men’s summer Bible 
study.  Maybe you have 
been answering the call 
to serve in one or more 
areas as the opportunity 
arises.  Or maybe you are 
just in the thought stage of 
getting involved in Men’s 
Ministries at Calvary.  No 
matter where you are now 
– regardless of how involved 
you have been in the past, 
there is something for you.  
There are short-term and 
long-term opportunities 
for growth through service, 
Bible study, and other areas.  

We have been called to be 
spiritual leaders (Ephesians 
5:23), and God has given 
us all the tools we need 

to meet the task.  There’s 
just one catch… we have 
to USE the tools He has 
given us.  God has given us 
His Word as our road map.  
Proverbs 27:17 reminds us 
that, Iron sharpens iron, so 
one man sharpens another; in 
fellowship with one another 
we can be strengthened 
for the task of living as 
Christians through learning 
and following His Word.

The question is not, Is 
God calling me?, but rather, 
WHERE is God calling 
me?  Pray about how you 
can get involved – then 
take the first step.  There 
is something for every 
man. Be sure to watch the 
website www.calvaryefc.
org and the bulletin, and 
plan to attend the upcoming 
Ministry Fair for details on 
how you can get involved.  
There are so many 
opportunities to grow. 

Men’s Ministries

The question is 
not, Is God calling 
me?, but rather, 
WHERE is God 
calling me? 

Calling all Men!
By Dennis Gardner

24 Hours to Impact Conference

Held at Calvary

September 12-13

The 24 Hours to IMPACT Men’s conference 

is designed exclusively for busy men like 

you. Think of it as a structured time away 

with God that will help you reconnect with 

God’s purposes for your life and future. 

$40 includes all materials, snacks, and the 

Friday evening dinner at 5:30 p.m. (The 

meal is included if registered by Sept. 8.)

September 12-13
Friday 5:30-9:00 pm & Saturday 8:30 am-5:30 pm
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Have you ever wondered 
what the Bible has to say 
about your money and 
possessions?  Do you find 
that there is too much 
month left at the end of the 
money?  Are you worried 
about debt?  Or maybe you 
are comfortable with your 
financial situation but want 
to know how you can honor 
God as a faithful steward.  
The Biblical Financial Study 
might be for you!

The Biblical Financial Study 
is a ten-week small group 
study addressing personal 
financial management 
and stewardship, covering 
the topics shown in the 
illustration above.   Each 
week you will memorize 
a Bible verse, complete a 

Bible study, pray daily for 
the members of your small 
group, read an article on 
the week’s study topic, and 
complete the assignments 
in the practical application 
workbook.  The small group 
meets weekly to discuss the 
Bible study and practical 
applications.  The group 
holds each other accountable 
to complete the homework, 
but they need not share any 
specifics of their personal 
financial situation.  Most 
participants will spend three 
to four hours per week to 
complete the homework and 
prepare for the small group 
meeting; less preparation 
time is required during the 
second half of the study.  
Prior to the study, everyone 
will read the book, Your 
Money Counts, by Howard 
Dayton.  Upon completion 
you will understand Bible 
truths about financial 
stewardship.  You will have 
a detailed understanding 
of your personal financial 
situation, have created a 
family spending plan, and 
plans for creating savings and 
eliminating debt.

We completed the first 
session of the Biblical 
Financial Study this past 
spring.  The group recently 
met for a reunion picnic.  
Past group participants have 
said, The study was a great 
way for my husband and I to 
agree on how we would handle 
our money.   When we began 

to pray about ! nancial needs 
and decisions it was exciting to 
see how God provided for us in 
completely unexpected ways"  

An introductory session for 
the next Biblical Financial 
Study will be held on 
September 7.   The weekly 
small group meetings will 
begin the first week of 
October and finish prior 
to the Christmas holiday 
season.  The group is open to 
both couples and individuals.  
Married (or engaged) 
couples are encouraged 
to attend as a couple.  The 
group is limited to five 
couples or six individuals.  
The cost for materials is 
$55 for couples and $45 for 
individuals.

If you are interested in 
participating in the next 
session or would like to 
receive more information, 
contact one of the people 
listed below.  We look 
forward to seeing you at the 
next study and know that 
you will be amazed at how 
God will work in your life 
as you apply the truths of 
Scripture!

Scott Hanson     280-8693
Paul Basballe     252-8666 
Jeff Roepke       285-4416

Biblical Financial Study
Next group begins in October

September 7
Introductory Session
6:30 p.m.
Room 221
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me as I have watched them 
interact over the years, so I 
am really excited about this 
development.  I will remain 
at Dianne’s beckon call to 
help empower her.  God is 
also working to bring other 
women into the team and 
I am looking forward to 
seeing Him continue to do 
HIS THING.
 
Yvette Kidman
(WM Coord., 2005-2008)

Women’s Ministries.  Larry 
has brought her into many 
meetings and sought her 
advice over the years, so she 
is well acquainted with all 
of it.
 
I love Dianne.  I love her 
love for God and others.  
I totally appreciate her 
stability and sense of humor.  
She is a wise woman.  She 
and Larry are an amazing 
team.  They have portrayed a 
truly Christ-like marriage to 

It is with great pleasure 
and much excitement that 
I tell you that Mrs. Dianne 
Orth, wife of Pastor Larry 
Orth, will be taking on 
the responsibilities of 
the Women’s Ministries 
Coordinator for our church.
 
Unbeknownst to many, 
Dianne has been involved 
over the last three years 
behind the scenes helping 
to guide and develop the 
current organization of 

Women’s Ministries

A Note from Dianne!
Our New Women’s Ministries Coordinator

Drum roll please....
    announcing......
     our new Women’s Ministries Coordinator

Thanks for the intro, Yvette, 
but if you’re over twenty, 
just call me - Dianne!  I 
am married to Larry and I 
have been an Orth and at 
Calvary since 2001.  Please 
pray for me as I step into 
the Women’s Ministries 
Coordinator role.  It’s the 
biggest thing I’ve ever 
been responsible for (aside 
from caring for our four 
children and Larry!). I’m 
reminded of 2 Corinthians 
12:10, When I am weak, then 
I am strong, because He is 
strong in me!  

The spirit and focus of our 

ministry remains Women 
Connecting Women to Jesus.  
We should actively tie 
that in with our church’s 
vision statement, Passion for 
Christ, Compassion for People, 
and with Pastor Todd’s 
more recent challenge of all 
to maturity, all to ministry, and 
many to leadership so we are 
inwardly strong, but outwardly 
focused. Women’s Ministries 
wants to reach as many 
women at Calvary and in 
our city as possible through 
a real encounter with Jesus, 
and to promote spiritual 
growth and multiplication.  
That’s my prayer for 

Women’s Ministries at 
Calvary.
 
Sometimes, people have 
asked me, What’s it like to 
be a pastor’s wife?  Well, in 
ministry there is never a 
dull moment - how can it 
be when one sees lives 
transformed by a Hope 
that no other offers.  Stay 
tuned as our team members 
organize and “fire up” for Fall 
2008! 
 
In His Service,
Dianne Orth

Dianne Orth
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For those of you who 
aren’t familiar with 

Coffee and Friends, it is a 
vibrant group of women 
of all ages and stages who 
meet together on Thursday 
mornings from 9:15-11:15 
to fellowship and study 
God’s Word together.  

Through God’s grace 
alone, Coffee and Friends 
has gained a reputation in 
Rochester of being a place 
where women feel accepted, 
loved, and spurred on to 
deeper and more authentic 
relationships with God and 
each other.  If you’ve never 
been to Coffee and Friends, 
we encourage you to come 
join us starting on Thursday, 
September 11, as we seek 
together to come boldly to the 
throne of our gracious God.

It’s almost that time of year 

again.  Can you smell the freshly 

brewed coffee?  Can you hear 

the sound of women lifting 

their voices in worship together?   

Can you feel the love in a room full of women who 

love Jesus and each other?  Can you imagine the 

new insights that God will bless us with as we 

study His Word?  Yes, that’s right.  It’s almost 

time for a new year of Coffee and Friends to begin.

New Leadership for Coffee & Friends

So let us come 
boldly to the 
throne of our 
gracious God. 
There we will 
receive His 
mercy, and we 
will find grace to 
help us when we 
need it most.  
~ Hebrews 4:16

This summer has been a time 
of transition for Coffee and 
Friends as Jill Pearson, who 
faithfully coordinated Coffee 
and Friends for nine years, 
has felt God calling her on 
to other areas of ministry 
and service.  Angie Lash and 
I felt God’s leading to step 
up and share this position as 
co-Coordinators of Coffee 
and Friends.    We are 
excited about and humbled 
by this opportunity and we 
feel privileged to serve God 
by working with so many 
amazing and wonderful 
women.

As the new co-Coordinators 
of Coffee and Friends, we’ve 
been asked to introduce 
ourselves.  So, here’s a little 
bit about us…

My name is 
Karmen Saski.  
I was born and raised right 
here at Calvary, and accepted 
Christ as my Savior at a 
Backyard Bible Club when I 
was 5.  I’ve been married for 
10 years to my wonderful 
husband, Matt, and we have 
3 daughters.  Tyree, 16, is 

the daughter of a dear friend 
but she has also become a 
part of our family as she 
lives with us and I’ve home-
schooled her for the past 
3 years.  She is a delightful 
older sister to our other 
daughters, Maria, 6, and 
Annika, 3.  When I’m not 
busy home-schooling and 
taking care of my family and 
my home, I enjoy singing, 
reading, spending time with 
friends and family, watching 
movies, and as those of you 
who know me well can 
attest, eating chocolate!

For the past 5 years, God 
has allowed me the privilege 
and delight of serving in the 
Worship ministries here at 
Calvary, both in the Worship 
Chorale and on Worship 
Team.  As of this summer, 
I was given another great 
opportunity to join the 
support staff as the Worship 
Administrative Assistant.  
While I’m passionate 
about serving in Worship 
Ministries, God has given me 
a new passion for serving the 
sweet ladies in Coffee and 
Friends.   Angie has shared 
below how she felt when 
Jill asked her to consider 
leading Coffee and Friends 
and my sentiments match 
hers exactly.  While it was a 
new idea to both of us, God 
moved in exciting ways to 

continued on page 11
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Reviewing the reports of 
what was accomplished is 
absolutely stunning!  School 
tasks included cleaning lock-
ers, furniture, and windows; 
painting in 16 halls, 3 gyms, 
and 63 classrooms; weeding, 
mulching,landscaping, sig-
nage, and installing 30 book-
shelves.  Work on the other 
sites included landscaping, 
maintenance such as paint-
ing, making repairs, gutter 
cleaning, and insulating; not 
to mention a total reroof of 
one residence, the demoli-
tion and replacement of a 
trailer home, and the clean-
ing and detailing of a car soon 
to be presented to a needy 
single mother.  New this year, 
volunteers donated clothing, 
household items, and small 
appliances to the Salva-
tion Army’s “Fill the Truck” 

ment of time and energy 
in planning, preparing, and 
carrying out the mammoth 
amount of work accom-
plished all over Rochester 
on June 14.  But the return 
on our investment is incal-
culable in terms of the lives 
touched.

1500 volunteers from over 
20 churches served at 60 
sites as diverse as the History 
Center, Season’s Hospice, 
the Women’s Shelter, Boys & 
Girls Club, Crossroads Col-
lege, Friendship Place, and 
the Lower Room clothing 
ministry.  More than a dozen 
homeless shelters, seven per-
sonal residences, six parks, 
Studio Academy, and 21 pub-
lic schools also experienced 
Jesus’ love first-hand.

“It was our first time to par-
ticipate and everything about 
the day was just wonder-
ful.  God is so faithful,” said 
volunteer Louise Paurus.  
A single mother recipient 
of CareFest said, “This is 
the nicest thing anyone has 
ever done for me.”  A public 
school leadership team 
wrote, “Thank you so much 
for all the cleaning, painting, 
and other work you did for 
us over the weekend.   The 
red stripe along the hallway 
is gorgeous.  We really ap-
preciate your efforts.”

What was the cost of serving 
a widow, a single mother, or 
a fiscally constrained school 
district or ministry?  Perhaps 
not much in dollars, but 
significant personal invest-

CareFest 2008 Applies Love to Rochester

Let us not lose 
heart in doing 
good, for in due 
time we will reap 
if we do not grow 
weary.

Galations 6:9
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event at our CareFest staging 
center.  CareFest’s largest 
site this year was a facelift of 
Graham Park which saw over 
200 gold shirts buzzing over 
the fairgrounds landscaping, 

team leader of the Sunday 
morning ministries with 
Elementary Sunday School 
being my specific focus. I 
have met so many wonderful 
people through serving 
in this capacity and have 
learned a lot about trusting 
God to provide teachers and 
helpers to teach Calvary’s 
kids.  He is always faithful!

When Jill Pearson asked 
if I would be interested in 
leading Coffee and Friends, 
I felt pretty shocked.  Me?  
What? I work with kids, 
not adults!  But God kept 
working on me, allowing me 
to struggle with the decision. 
He led me to tell Jill that 
I could co-lead (as I didn’t 
believe He was calling me 
out of Children’s Ministries 
just yet), and I wondered if 
perhaps Karmen Saski would 
co-lead with me.  Karmen 

confirm for both Angie and I 
that this was His idea.

My name is Angie Lash. 

I’m a child of God, wife of 
a kind and loving husband 
(Kevin), mother of 2 
wonderful children (Anna - 
6 ½ and Joey - 4) who make 
me smile and laugh often, 
former school teacher of 10 
years, current stay-at-home 
mom and substitute teacher, 
committed fan of the Vikings 
and lover of organizing, 
gardening, running, and 
learning more about our 
Savior.  

Calvary became my church 
home 15 years ago.  I met 
Kevin in 1998 at a Singles 
Bible study that was held at 
the church.  God has allowed 
me to serve in Children’s 
Ministries the past 3 years 
at Calvary.  I have been the 

and I have been friends 
since our daughters were 
born – I was excited about 
the possibility of teaming 
with her especially when I 
knew God specifically laid 
her name on my heart.  At 
the same time, Karmen had 
been approached by Jill to 
lead.  She too thought it was 
too much for one, but God 
brought co-leading to her 
mind as well.  So thus, God 
brought Karmen and me 
together to serve.  

We are definitely relying on 
God for His guidance in co-
leading Coffee and Friends.  
It feels too big for us yet we 
know in our weakness God 
will be our strength.   God 
is always faithful!

Coffee & Friends  continued from page 9

God 
is 
always 
faithful!

scraping, and painting the 
grandstands and in a number 
of other buildings, and even 
repainting the main fair-
grounds sign.

Berean Church led us to 
the throne of God in fitting 
worship at our day-ending 
celebration barbecue at 
Graham 1.

Our theme verse this year 
was from Galatians 6:9: Let 
us not lose heart in doing good, 
for in due time we will reap if 

we do not grow weary.  Our 
volunteers’ faces and deeds 
reflected Jesus’ love for our 
city in profound and diverse 
ways that few will forget.  
Thanks to each of you; may 
God reward you now and in 
eternity!
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Those who register before 
August 3 will be eligible 
to receive an exclusive 
TURTLES 2008 t-shirt. 
These have made quite a 
fashion statement in the past 
few years, so you’ll want 
to have one for yourself! 
We hope to see  YOU at 
TURTLES 2008!
  
If you have questions, please 
contact Katie Warndahl at 
kwarndahl@calvaryefc.org 
or Pastor Steve Bellingar at 
sbellingar@calvaryefc.org.       

TURTLES is a Totally Unique 
Recreational Teen Last Event 
of the Summer and this year 
it is August 15 & 16. 

 It’s a weekend designed 
especially for those entering 
6-9th grades. 

 TURTLES brings students 
together from all over 
Southern Minnesota and 
Northern Iowa for a high 
energy last blast of the 
summer!

This year there’s going to 
be so much to do, you’ll be 
lucky if you have time for it 
all! There will be a cookout, 
inflatables, and an ice cream 
party. Illusionist, Toby Travis, 
will be here presenting us 
with tricks that will captivate 
the audience.  And that’s 
just Friday afternoon and 
evening!! On Saturday, we’re 
packing up and heading to 
ValleyFair!  If you haven’t 
signed up yet, what are you 
waiting for? Don’t miss out 
on this great opportunity 
to hang with your friends 
before the summer is over! 

Totally Unique Recreational Teen Last Event of the Summer

Cookout
Inflatables
Ice Cream
Illusionist
Va l l e y f a i r !
T-Shirts
Loads of fun!

Turtles Volunteers Needed
Friday

Setting up Inflatables - help the inflatable crew get ready and set up stuff

Registration - assist in registering students and churches 

Activity Worker - monitor students while they play with game equipment 

Crowd Control - control the crowd during the session time 

Night Patrol - adult who remains awake for emergencies and assurance of sleeping students

Overnight - adult sleeping overnight with Calvary students to ensure a good nights sleep

Ice Cream Party - help serve ice cream treats to students on Friday evening

Sunday

Breakfast - organize and serve and clean up breakfast on Saturday morning

Valleyfair Chaperones - be a group leader of students at Valleyfair.

To volunteer contact Katie at kwarndahl@calvaryefc.org



Page 12

Comments from Youth attending Challenge 2008
Challenge is a weeklong event where students listen to speakers, participate in seminars, serve 
the community, worship the Lord.  Eighteen students and adults from Calvary participated in 
this event from June 28-July 6.

“I was reminded this week of 

how powerful the God that I 

pray to is.  I hope instead of 

trying to preserve the feeling 

I can preserve the motivation 

to do what God wants me to.”

“I know I’m not in this 

alone.  He will give me 

the strength, wisdom, and 

people I need to start my 

new life that is devoted to 

Him.”

“Christianity was like an iceberg...you really only 

see 10% of the iceberg, the tip, and 90% lies under 

the surface.  After thinking about this concept for 

some time, I started to realize that being a Christian 

leader has more to do with how you personally focus 

on God; that eventually reflects how you are being 

Christ-like in other’s eyes.  My prayer is that God 

would not only take more control of my life, but that 

He would completely consume everything within me 

to glorify His name.”

“We have to remember who 
it is we are speaking to when 
we pray.  He is incredible, 
perfect, holy, and powerful.  
I find it amazing that He 
can be so totally powerful, 
completely creative, and also 
have a sense of humor.  The 
One who gave us the gift of 
music, dance, singing, art, 
color, minds, and bodies so 
intricate is my FATHER!”

“I was also challenged 
to share my faith as 
a natural response of 
gratitude to Jesus.”

“The speakers helped me realize...only 
the great Healer, Jesus Christ, could restore me 
and make me new.  Although I did pray at nearly 
all the stations, the most important was my own 
chair.  I kneeled there and asked God to forgive 
me of what I had done and to change my heart 
completely...I AM NEW.”

Paul urges the church of Ephesus to live a 
life of love and not a life of impure suc-
cesses driven by unholy intentions. Be 
encouraged, dear brothers and sisters, as 
you seek wisdom and understanding. So 
be careful how you live, not as fools but 
as those who are wise. Make the most of 
every opportunity for doing good in these 
evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly, but try to 
understand what the Lord wants you to do.                               
Ephesians 5:15-17
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How important is 
communication in your 
marriage?  I can’t hear 
your answer but mine is, 
It’s critically important! 
Communication, key to your 
marriage is much more than 
a nice cliché.  

There are several ways we 
communicate to our spouse.  
It can be with a frown, a roll 
of the eyes, a puff of air from 
the mouth, a snort from 
the nose, crossing the arms 
on the chest, a grunt, our 
jesters, tone of the voice, 
remaining silent, or simply 
walking away.  All of these fit 
into the negative non-verbal 
part of communication.  
There are positive non-
verbals as well such as a 
smile, a wink, a touch, a nod 
of the head, a hug, and a kiss.
    
 Then there are the negative 
verbal responses including 
blame, criticism, put-downs, 
labeling, sarcasm, attacking, 

and swearing.  Conversely, 
positive verbal language 
can include thank you, great 
job, I am proud of you,  help 
me understand, What else 
would you like to say?, How 
did I hurt you?, I am sorry, 
I regret doing/not doing…, 
I belittled you when I said/
didn’t say…, and I would 
like to resolve this conflict 
with you in a caring manner.
    
In the communication 
pie there are only three 
pieces including the non-
verbal actions, the tone of 
voice used, and the words 
spoken.  The value placed on 
each of these slices is very 
interesting.  Studies show 
that the words carry only 
7% of the message; the tone 
of the voice and non-verbals 
(the jesters used, or the way 
one stands or sits) carry 93% 
of the message.  In an ideal 
message, all three of these 
pie slices need to be together 
to send one message; if these 
items are not in agreement, 
the talker is sending two 
messages.  The tone of voice 
and non-verbals will always 
be in agreement and if the 
words don’t agree there are 
two messages sent and the 
listener may be confused and 
wonder, I hear this and see 
that; which is it?  Most people 
in our culture will almost 
automatically respond to the 
tone and non-verbal cues. 

COMING SOON: 
Collaborative Marriage 
Skills is a four-session 
seminar for learning couple 
communication skills.  As 
a couple, you will learn six 
talking skills, five listening 
skills, and nine steps to 
mapping an issue (conflict 
resolution skills).  Here’s 
what Paul and Diane said 
after taking the seminar: 
It was the best investment in 
our marriage we’ve ever made!  
David and Jean said, The 
program has saved our marriage 
any number of times.  You and 
your spouse will say similar 
things when you complete 
the seminar and apply these 
skills to your marriage.

Collaborative Marriage 
Skills September:  7, 
14, 21, and 28, 2008 at 
6:15-7:45 p.m. at Calvary 
Church.  This seminar is 
limited to 10 couples.  The 
cost of materials is $50 per 
couple (normally $250). 
You must register for this 
seminar; you may do so in 
the lobby before or after 
services on August 17, 24, 
and 31, or contact David 
Jamison at 288-3118 or 
djjamison@marriagefamily.
com.  Dr. Jamison is a 
certified instructor for this 
material and has taught it to 
nearly 500 couples.

Collaborative Marriage Skills
Coming to Calvary in September

Do not let any 
unwholesome talk 
come out of your 
mouths, but only 
what is helpful for 
building others up 
according to their 
needs, that it may 
benifit those who 
listen.
Ephesians 4:29

Collaborative Marriage Skills 
September:  7, 14, 21, 28, 2008 
6:15-7:45 p.m. at Calvary Church  
This seminar is limited to 10 couples. 
 The cost of materials is $50 per couple (normally $250).  
Registration is required.

Dr. Jamison is the founder/owner of Marriage & Family Wellness 
Center, Inc. where he has a full time practice. Dr. Jamison earned 
his Doctor of Ministry degree in marriage and family,  from Denver 
Seminary and has been in practice for over 16 years.
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Upcoming Events

Each month people gather to enjoy a time of food, fellowship, hymn singing, and interaction with friends and guests from 
our community.  We meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall at Calvary.  Upcoming dates and speakers for the next two 
months are listed below.  Please come join us.

  August 5 A Smooth Move   (Kimberly & Brian Alwin)
  September 9 Keeping Yourself Fit    (Jill Swanson)

People Enjoying People
A Senior Adult Ministry

August  3   Child Dedication Class
August  8-10  Devoted Camping Trip
August  10  Child/Parent Dedication
August  10                                    Baptism Class, 10:30 a.m.
August  15-16   TURTLES/ Valley Fair  
August  17                         Picnic and Baptism
August  17                              No 5 p.m. Worship Service
August  24                  Ministry Fair, Pizza Day
September  3                  Worship Chorale Resumes 
September  7                       Introducing Calvary
September  7                    Biblical Financial Study Introduction
September  7                    Collaborative Marriage Skills Seminar
September  10                  Student Ministries Burger Bash
September  11                 Pauline Epistles: Bible Study 
September  11                  Coffee and Friends Resumes
September  12-13                24 Hours to Impact: Men’s Conference 
September  14               Calvary Membership Class
September  14               Care Groups Begin
September  14                  Activate (Middle School Ministry) Resumes 
September  14                  Hallelujah! Kids Choir Resumes
September  16                        First Night of Awana
September  17                     J- 180 (High School Ministry) Resumes
September  20           Garageworks Outreach
September  20                      Men’s Breakfast
September  23                     Men’s Fraternity (Year 1) Begins 
September  24                        See You At The Pole Rally
September  25                     Coffee and Friends Fall Brunch
September  26-27               Worship Chorale Fall Retreat
October 7  Men’s Fraternity (Year 3) Begins
                    

Mark your calendars for 
the following events!

 
Visit www.calvaryefc.org 

for details and more 
information as it 

becomes available.



To submit items for the Courier…
If you would like to have an article considered for an upcoming issue, 
email Nancy at nsobczak@calvaryefc.org by the 15th of each month.

Combined issues are Dec/Jan and June/July. Thank you!

Pastoral Staff
Senior Pastor Todd Olson 

Pastor of Worship and Arts Ministries Dan Limkeman      

Pastor of Care and Community Outreach Larry Orth 

Pastor of High School Ministries Darin Brown 

Pastor of Middle School Ministries Steve Bellingar 

Pastor of Children’s Ministries Dave Hammond 

Pastor of Ministry Development Dave Genberg

Missionary Pastor in Residence Kevin Barnhart

Support Staff
Of! ce Manager Roxanne Johnson

Administrative Assistant, Students & Children Katie Warndahl

Administrative Assistant, Adults Nancy Sobczak

Information Technology Coordinator Gail Peterson

Receptionists Pat Genberg & Amy Werner (Summer)

Worship Assistant Dorkham See

Worship Assistant Marion Henry

Worship Administrative Assistant Karmen Saski

Facilities Manager (cell: 259-1928) Doug Kelly

Assistant Facilities Manager Bud Hoffman 

Custodian Tyrel Kennedy

Pastors, Of! ce staff, and Facilities Managers can be reached by email 
using this format: ! rst initial last name@calvaryefc.org. 

For example, Todd’s email is tolson@calvaryefc.org.

Church of! ce phone: 282-4612        Church fax:  282-7921
E-mail address:  calvaryefc@calvaryefc.org

Website:  www.calvaryefc.org 
Church of! ce hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday - Friday

Summer Schedule

Sundays

Worship Services 9:00 &10:30 am & 5:00 pm

Infants - Pre K childcare 9:00 &10:30 am, 5:00 & 6:30 pm

Children and Youth Sunday School 9:00 am

Mini-Congregations 9:00 &10:30 am, 6:30 pm
 

Tuesdays

Christian Beliefs men’s study 6-7 am

Wednesdays

Worship Team Rehearsal 8:00 pm

The Calvary Courier is available via email.

To subscribe, visit www.calvaryefc.org 

and click on Downloads and Forms. 

When signing up, you can choose 

to receive the Courier by email only or 

to receive both an email copy 

and a paper copy.
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The Calvary Courier is published ten times per year to inform all 
members, regular attendees, and friends of Calvary Evangelical 
Free Church about ministry opportunities and church-related 
events. It is edited by Pastor Larry Orth and Nancy Sobczak.


